
EOU I N E www.equinejournat.com
\ t m m t

D. Michael Davis, DVM, MS
New England Equine Medica l  & Surg ica l  Center

D. Milhael Davis, DVM, MS, fcruncler anrl CIiO of New FlngJand Metlical &
Surgl.Cal Center, in Dover, New Hrmpshire, is no stranger to thc horsc worlcl
Grou/rng up in the Genesec Vallcy Hunt rcgion of rvcstcrn Ncw Vrrk, Dr.
Davis was exposecl kr horses at an earlv age. Hc grcw ul) on e fiarm with
ck)se t() 40 horses.

His m()thcr, (ieorganna Primc Davis, rvls an avicl horse rvrntan wh<r
compctccl in sh()w juml)ing, f irx hunting encl most n()tably three clay cvent
ing. In 195f' i shc place<l scurncl at thc Wolfrrrcl Oup Olympii: Sclecii()n 

' l i ir]s

in cvcnting, clcfcatccl only by pnrltssional rir lcr-Jrnr Irir inskrs. This shoukl
have cnsuretl her a spot on the 1959 Pan
Anrcri( 'rrr (;xrnes c(lLrcstrixn tcam, lrut lreing a
wonran shc was prsscrl up frrr the fifth plrce
ricler, e nrrn. "t lnft)rtunrtcly, thcy rvoultln't
alkrw wonren t() c()rrl)ete rt that point," says
Dr. Dxvis. " ' l  lrat chengcrl f ir t lrc '(r, i ( irmcs,

l ;u t  t<xr  l r t c  l i r r  n ry  mothcr .  She c r rn t inuec l  tO
r ic lc  r rn t l  r r ln rpe tc  f r r r  mt rnv  yc l r rs  rv i th  some
grcrt horscs. ' l)r. l)rvis' t lrthcr f i [ lc iD the
hte '50s rncl through tlrc crLrlv '(r0s. Aftcr
rtten(lin.r. l vctcrinrry sc hrxrl at (lrkrarkr Strtc
[]nivcrsit\ ' , l)r. l)evis'f lt l ter sct u1r a lergc ani-
n r r l  pn tc t i cc  in  Ncw Yr r rk .  ' t l c  ( l i ( l  most ly
c tqu inc , ' s lys  l ) r .  1 ) : rv is .  "  I  le l  ve t tc ( l  thc  I )an
Anr ' l ' h rcc - l ) r ry  ( i r r r rcs  : rn t l  thc  Nr t iona l  Horsc
Sh{)w in NY(], N4rtl ison Srlurrc (lertlcn, r lcw
t imcs .  H js  c ( lu i l rc  ( r rcc r  wrs  ( 'o t  sh( ) r t  l ) y  x
c r t r  l t cc i r le r t t  t l l r t  l c f i  h i rn  1 l : r r r i r t l l v  l x rmlyzcc l . "

l ro lk rw ing  in  h is  l )x r rn ts ' f i x r ts tc l rs ,  I ) r .
I )av is  ju r r l )c ( l  in t ( )  r i ( l i ng  i l t  l r  voung r rgc .  "My
l : r rn i l y  r l rv rys  tc rscs  [ )c  1 l l ) ( )L r t  w inn ing  [ ry  I i rs t
horsc slrow in lcrxl l ine," s:lys I)r. l)rvis. "l\, ly
lrrothcr tolt l nrc t() sit ul) strl l i l . l lrt rrncl kccll rny
hcc ls  ck r rvn .  I  ro r lc  r t  k r t ,  f i r xhLrn tc t l  ; tn t l  c l i t l
I lrny Olubs thr()ull lr IJ lcvcl rrntl (1)nrl)cte(l
p r imr r i l y  in  horsc  t r i : t l s  l rn r l  th rec< l : rv . "  l l c
u  ln rpc tc r l  u l )  1 (  )  I  hc  p rc l i r r in l r ry  r r t l  in te rnre-
(l i i l te lcvcls lrcfi rrc suflcring rr bx rkcn tr rl lrrr
h rnc  l r r r r r  r r  b lu l  c r rsh  in  l r  t rv rx l r rv  cvcn t  l  r l l y
l r l i r rc  l c r rv ing  t i r r  t r r l l cge  .  l t  w i l s  thc  l i l s (  t in re
hc trl[rpctctl rrs crlucrrri0n t(x)k l)ri(r ' i ty.

I)r. l) l lvis lrcgrrr working firr
tw( )  e ( lu i l le  vc lc r in l l r i rDs  wh i lc  s t i l l
i n  h igh  s ih<xr l  l r c l i r rc  cnro l l ing  in
( lok r f i r r lo  S t i r t c  IJn ivc rs i ty  rvhcrc  hc
rcccivccl Iris I3.S. t lcgrcc in Aninrirl
Sc ic rcc  in  i9 t l2  ln r l  l t i s  l ) .VM.  i r t
l r x - .  W l r i l (  t l r c r r '  | ) r  | ) . l v i \  i  |  ) r ( i ' r -
ucrl [o lrc involvcrl in horses rrnrl
th rcc- t lav  cvcn t ing ,  hc lp ing  ro
I ' r i n l l . r u , l r (  l ( ' s  r  r l  t l r c  r c l . t t i v c l y
L luK l t ( )wn s l ) ( ) f  [  [ ( )  l t (  ) f  t l te f  l t
( i r lo ra r lo .  l {c  rvorker l  in  the  schrx r l
stalrlcs :rnrl spcnt three sLrnrnrers
:ls x vcteriDary assisrant at l- itt lck)D
L i l r t r '  \ r in ) . l l  ( . l i n i ,  .  r r  l . r r$ t  l ' r . r ,  -

t i ,  r ' ' r ' r r t l t ,  r [  |  ) c n r t  r ' .  I  ) r l r i r ) l l  \ r r (  r i -
r t : r ' y  \ (  h , n , l .  l t r '  u , ' r k t r l  : r t  t l t c  u t r i
\  (  t s i l \  l t r  ) \ l  ) r l , l l  : r r r  I  i r l l (  r '  H T : r (  l l r : r '
t i on ,  wcnt  to  t l rc  I l l i no is  l i l u inc
Hospital outsicle of Chit ago lrr- r
r)ne-ve:lr internshiJr ir ecluine nrerl-
i ( inc  an( l  surgery .  " l l t  was ]  a  veru
busv lrracticc u'ith g<xxl nrcntors,"
says Dr. Davis. " ' l  his set me uyr for
: r  t l t r c (  ) ( . r l  r c r i , l c n , 1  1 r r '  r g r l t r t t  i r r

equinc surgcry at Louisiana Statc flniversity." Frrrr there, Dr. I)avis roncur-
ren t ly  c ( )mp le te ( l  h is  M.S.  in  Veter inary  Anr to r ry  in  l99 l .

Dr Davis continued his journey bv moving ur Monrrerl, whcrc hc spenr
jusr uncler a ,vear at rhe Universit), ofMontrcal as xn interinl caluinc surgc(xr.
Hc rvas thc only surgc()n on staff at thxt t imc. \Mrilc it was only:r short stint,
Dr. Davis says it wf,s a grcxt exl)ericncc rvith super per4;le anrl t ime rvell spent

In 1992 Dr. Davis joined Rrrhester l iquine Clinic in R<rhester, Nerv
Hamt)shire, as a staff surge<n and clinician. By 1997 he was the maj, 'r crsc
ancl income generating clinician xt the l)mctice rn.l in 2000 he bct:rrnc a 1/3
intercst pzrtner. After f ivc _vears anrl for a multitucle of reasons, the three
partners clecided to clissolve the practice known as Rochester I iquine Clinit:
to all pursue different directions of practice.

Tbe next step ft)r Dr. Davis was the creation ofNew Iinglancl l iquine
Medical & Sufgical Centef, PLLC, a 34,000-square-fcxrt emergency ancl refer-
ral equine hospitel that klrks ancl fceis morc l ikc e high-class boarcling facil i-

SPOTLICHT &
REPRINTED FROM EQUINE JOURNAL

by KellyWelles

ty than a typical veterinary facil i ty Construction on the facil i ty started in

Jenuery 2005 and careful consicleration frrr the well being ofthe equine
paticnts and owncrs is al)parent from the wall-to-wall high-density rubber
lkxrrs to the reluing waiting r<xrm complete with fireplace.

Dr. Davis besan the idea of NHEMSC while in R()chester ancl how the

l)rxctice ev()lved is : ls interesting as the physical lay out. When Rochester dis-
solvecl, Dr. Davis ancl then.partner Dr Deme EricksOn wanted t() stay togeth-
er in somc way, hut Dr. l ir ickson's type of practice - primarily ambulatory,
(lcntistry xnd rcpro(luction - was very clifferent than his own - lameness,
surgery anrl hospitalized crit ical care. Dr. Davis teamed up with Dr.

Jacqueline Bartol, an outstanding clinician that specia)izes in meclicine, colic
cases, respiratory discasc, etc., to co-own thc practice known as NEI.;MSC.
Dr. I lr ickson joinctl them as co<rwncr/partncr of the lancl and facil i ty, and
has hcr own l)racticc h()usc(l at NEIIMSC known as TNT Equine, PIJ.C. "The
c()nrl)inati(n rnrl sharing ofboth fhcil i ty anrl specialt ies has becn phenome-
nal," I)r. Davis says.

July was the ()ne-ye:ir anniversary ()f the ()pening of NEF]MSC and the
f:r: i l i ty is thriving uncler thc collective cxpcrience ofevcryone involvccl. "Dr.
Bertol rncl I rrc blcssecl with x staff that t:ares so much f()r the ecluinc

l)lrt ients xn(l t lrcir ()wncrs," says I)r. Davis. " ' l 'hey arc rl l  verl experienccri
horse pe<4;le m()st :rre rir lers - antl have becn in thc equine vcterinery
busincss ftrr many years.' l 'he technical sraffalone has the cumulative experi-
ence of nrorc than tlO ycarsl ' l 'hey have rkrnc this frrr a krng tirne, know what
t() (l() rn(l how to do ir, ancl nrost inrportantly, are always kxrking fcrr ways t<r
rlo things bcttcr. Whcn wc nrovccl fkrrn the Rochcster facil i ty, we not only
wrntcrl to pftrvit lc clicnts with an cxccllcnt prrctice cnvironmcnt, but realiy
w;urtetl to 'stel) ul) ' our conrmitnrcnt to client scrvice antl exce)lence of care,
anci thc strff has emlrrrcerl ir fully. 

' fhey 
arc more involvecl in our client <rm-

r run ic r t i (n  anr l  mcc t ing  c l i cn ts  a t  a l )po in t rncn ts  an( l  he l l ) ing  the  h( ) rses
orrto tnri lcrs whcn rkne . 

' l 'his 
has bcen a great thing firr all of us."

l)eily l i fe f irr l)r. I)rvis ar NIII iMSC is variql anrl incretl ibiy busy with thc
(\)ml)inllt ion ofsurgery, lamcncss cxanrinlrt i()ns xn(l all typcs ofother cases.
Surl.acr)' (xn bcgin as carly as 5r(X) a.m., t lepencling on the numbcr of surger-
ics sclrcrlulcrl f irr the rlay, h()sl)ital cxsc rounrls begin at 9:00 a.m., anrl evalua-
ti(n an(l trc:ltmcnt of outpatients lrgins at 10:00 a.nr., wlrerc up to six homes
will fu sccn cach tl:ry (by I )r. I )avis xn(l teem). Each of the f<rur tk rctors has
thcir ()wn rcchnitrrl tclnr seeinll their ()wn cascs as well, assisting in ra(l i-
OgrrPhs, ultnrsounrl rntl orlrcr trertmcnts. A secon(l set of R)un(ls begins at
5:00 p.or. rncl thcn thc night crcw is preparcd fin'the cvening trcailnents.

"' l 'he l irn thing f()r mc is t lrrt cach drv is clif ' fLrcnt," says Dr. Drvis. "I am
trLrly f irrtLrnatc - I rcally krvc cverythinH I t lo antl rherc is great variety in
crth rrnrl cvcry chy. Surgcry is rn incrcrl ibly intercsting anrl fulf i l l ing thing I
rlo rurrl sonrctinrcs I think I coultl be in therc evcry rlay, but then I miss see-
ing  rLnr l  hc lp ing  c l i cn ts  an t l  the  horscs  in  lameness ,  e tc .  S( ) ,  I  anr  rea l l y  happy
tloing:rl l r lrcsc tlr irrgs, anrl h:rving a balrncc is l ircat."

Vhilc ir hrs lnrcly been x ycar sin(c thc ()l)cning of Nli l lMS(), Dr. Davis
is:rlrctly pl:rnning:rrklit ions antl new serviccs in orrler to keep the facil i ty
evo lv ing .  "Wc : r rc  p lann ing : r  bu i ld ing  to  housc  nuc lear  mer l i c ine  -  sc in t ig ra-
phv or bone scars - for rl i ff icult lrnrencss cases rnrl elso an MRI (magnetic
rcs()r)rncc imxgin!l) unit," says Dr. I)rvis. The lercling erluinc MRI c()mpany
has chosen NI.)iMSC to house one oi their units, one of only three that wil l
cver be in thc New l. lnil lan(l region. Also, ro better serue NUI.IMSC, clien$,
:Lnr l  a l l  rcg iona l  ve ter iner 'ans ,  b rxh  snra l l  anr l  la rge  an imal ,  a  c remJr ( ) r ium
w:rs built ()n the premises ol NIiI iMSC in May 2006.

Outsjrle olNFll. lMSC, I)r. Davis spencls rime skiing, hiking ancl traveling
with his wife ol 18 ycrrs, Christine, their l, i-vear<rkl son Drniel and their 1 l-
yceurlcl claughter Katy.

"!0c all jusr rrrnrplctecl a scuba rl iving coursc anrl arc !{oing t() Belize to
finish the open watcr part of thc training," says Dn Davis. He has also been
competit ively running fcrr a number of years, qualifyinpg frrr twice ancl run-
ning the Boston Marrthon in 2002 and 2003. "l haven't racecl since last year
in putting t()gether the rlesign and building of NIiEMSC, then starting in and
maintaining this incredibly busv prxctice," says Dr. Davis. "But I rm gcrring
reacly to start again."

Although Dr. D:rvis has been nr:rny pl:rces, t lrere is a s()methinll special at
NIII iMSC that clicks htween him and everyone there; from his partners, col-
leagues, ancl staff, t() the parients end clienrs. "l can't say there is any ()ne
thing that is l)cst ab()ut NEEMSC," says Dr. Davis. "Strhen I sit here ancl reaf
izc all thrt is going on around rne, I would say it just works. For example,
right now my colleague Dr. Andy Kaneps is currently in surgery with a year-
l ing l horoughbred that has severe colic, my partner Dr. Jackie Bartol is eval-
uating another colic case that just arrivecl from Rhode Islancl, Dr. Monika
Calitri ancl I just f inished lamenesses lor the clay and are attending to hospi-
talized cascs, anci everyone else is assisting (loct()rs, or.bing thcir various
tluties in the lab, pharmacy, front office, barn, etc. It just works. W'e have all
come t()llether to clo a job we krve anrl the new facility has allowed us t0 dcr
our jobs in :r much more efficient and comfortable environment. As a result,
we have so much more to offer our equine patients and their owners."

Tir contact New Englancl Equine Medical & Surigical Center or Dr. Davis
call 603-749 9111 or email clmclavis(inewenglandequine.com I

Dr. Davis is committed to
client service and excellence
of care.

NEEMSC provides state of the art tech-
nology to care for the horse such as
radiography and shock wave therapy.
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fft,mily,
I vc hr(l rilf h)N!, l)ilililc li)r 5 lrxrs r!)w lso yexrs
r[{)  I  Nrs scr irrLi ]v nrrsir lcn rA sr l l i lg l lef  Shc s$
di l lcfcrt ,  s l l r  l l r ( | l  L hcrr xcLi i lg I  kr t l lc rxtn0 l rAr
t l l r t  I  lnd hceI r id lrg i r( l  c{nt l )et i i lg thr lcxr r i l lLcl :
lbr Jf i r fu lu( l  sh0i lcrei l  i r i l ( l  shc w$ beg]I i l i i l l l  t )
l ) 0 l L  r l t c f  i r L i l l ) i I l l  I c f c c s i  s l r r r w i r g  I c r  w a s  r r o w
l  . .  r . r r ; . , , | ' . r 1 , ' 1 1 1 1 1 ; \  r ' . r r . , , 1 1  , .  r . . i l .  1
trxN I  l i l t  N th0Lrgh 1 cuklnt t lupcul on hct,  wc
rvorLl t l  put 11(rwr nr xnuing tol i l ( l  o l l t  t )  c0trc
hrck i | t r )  the r i rg l1) rnr i l r lcs htcr xrtr l  l l lve hrr i l in
xwr! vith rilo rilcr llr lir$ Iiilcc

Nr) rrr tLcf h)w N0rh w0rk wc l)ut  i r l r  hct l ) i0 i l re
cori l r r l rLe( l  to Nrnscr Sl lc sb lu)kcd r l  hl  5 !ds. rxch
otc l r t l i i lg t l re hlorr  0r x ( l i lhtrnl  1)rxl t -  |n i l .  l ) i {Dn0
wN i i l jcctcd, rnnssxg(1. xr( l  l ) [ t  o i l  yrr i l t rLs sul) l ) l r
I  r '  r .  ,  |  , l  . ' l  . r  t  r ' . r " r . r  l r '  I  r , i l ,  r ;
scerncd h !) lv0 thc l r l ) l tc i l  Nh l iLn) i l !  r rd I  c0rtr
tul to hrcrrrc tliscouregcrl

Vrc dccid( l  l )  { ivr  iL oi l r  ln0r0 try hy hr ingi l lg hu t)
l ) r .  Nl jkr l ) r l is I iLc! x cotnl) let  cxul,  i t  wrs ( l isc0N
crcrl tllat l)iilrc lntl hrrker hrf kno. It w$ 0hilrnLs
l0 the lrls lhrt il wrs ilr{ I ncw irrjuN Nly horsc hill
brcil juilll)iilll iltrl unrl)cting ut r brrken kncc.

She Lrt( lcfsctt  s0t l lct !  r i l t l  r  lorg rucortrv proccss.

Nledicd rnd Surgicll ccnlcr. \!'c scrc grxdilxllv rlloscd t) fcirniluc0 hcr to junuitg.

natr0nal rcscry0 chaDpi0Nhil)sl

.JenIilcf llobclls
(hardlc i r  thc Vi id+ + +t ( l ) iorrc)

(lhcstcilrcld. NII

Dover, NH
Route 16, Exit 9

Contact: 603 -7 49 -9'l 1 1

Dlar NIIf,N{SC Doctofs ard Staff,

Thuk,vou ibr vour erpeft cdc alil knowleLlge dufing
Sc0ul's ysit. I was yery happr with the irun€dirtc rtd
qualitl scrvice we feceived

'I'he 
oiTice strllw6 grcat, the barn stdf hird the barns utL

horses innraculate ard lhe d0c10fs wcrc a!dlabl0 t0
aNWef qreslknrs. l'he extclsive phnnilg anrL crreful
desigl of,vour new frcility shows.

f l lv i lg slrch r  l rc i l i ty is a rcal  minderscr for rnr-onc
ivho hts horses in Ncrv l l rghnd. ' l  hrnk,rou so l ruclr  l t r r
helping Scoul l

Sirccr lcr
Il liilslilar

lttrslolall.1lilttulheaasiail!u.yl0gele.\ciledthjullhinls. l]tl,Iotulls?t,lhalilkratNeu lingtdwilitluittMcdit:tl
uild l:ufgical C:en{er arc tctrilic.

I'L,c hed htu cutuLuer$ lhal haLv ruMtl.y u,\ed lhci tcniter and I unt unrt iil+tc.\,td. )ne 0J lhu\( cusltrilari i.\ tci., lt)
|heha|reinluih",,4nlNIili|.|S('e'v|4h]elQe\,|i/|lelNlai|lalhc,lltilh0itQl||ii!ai.|,|1,1le^
tilxhnrr in lilhnuQ, hul lhcl'a[,v ttchdad uc.

' ] 'ha|0cal i0i i r |d| ic l0r l /h9!4rkin! i [ 'qreul ' | 'hcrc|c0| |ckaLl |kuol. 'u l lu l |hc'y lrct laing' t | l0 ial ! i | /0|eL)u|e/h(

uorr l " exc l lcucc" i n letcr i h ht.g l l)e n q ll il n] li L: i l it t t hcft .

t )irh lb arvuiltl,,nurur rr',ru, r,ltirllrlii,'li,

. t l
Y  7 lg " i s

, t

tt
t4 tt

I  l rxvc l ra( l  lhc
prcrsufc ( [

Krowrrg ln '
Nl ikc I)a! is l in
i l rnc thur l {)
vclN now l lc
is ill cxlfcno
lt lrlciltcd
rrrgeur rntl
r)Lrhhr( l j i l i j
!ccf tnt f t l t .

I l is v is ior i l t r l
l l rnrght t l r r l
wctl iillo lhc
(lcsjgn xrd
crnccl l t ion oi
NI i l i [ {S(]  is
cyidct l
t l l r )uglr  l l rc
crrc fr)lidod l) bolh lrfsc md r)wncr. lrun tho tin]c vou ailivo t0 th0 tjn0 y([ Icavc, cvefy detnil ha
hccn c0ilsidcfcd. l\'l0st nolably ann)rgst thesc pt)vjsiors arc ca\y ncccss, gf0at larking frr ease olIr(lilg
rnd unlording, crnlirrtahl0 scating in lhc waiting xfci, a t\rlly heatcd lacility large cxmr and r-ray rrcas,
twr) r)|cfalirg nuns, r fhililxcv hrgc, clcu hox stalls, wash stxlls, od so Nlclt rrtrc

I hxv! iltilizc(l l!)th thc oullatiut and oycrnight crrc arcrs, sorkirg difectly with I)f. l)avis, I)r lJadol xnd
tllcif stafffof scrviccs rlngiig lr0nt lauoilcss 10 xr unuilul iiltcr caf intictiut. I havc alsays beet tteatcd
wilh lht rtrno$t rcsNct nild ff0tess(lralisn. Nly h0rscs hayc rccrived the b$t dingnostic carc ard troat
nlcnt whilc brirg llar)dlcd with scnsfiivih and kirxb]css.

New lirglmd liui0c is a $txtu 0llhc ail hospital. I an very !nfr0ssod wilh thcif care ard failily atlt0s-
phcfe \fc rrc yery fi)fiuul0 as hofsc 0w[eN t0 have slch x fi00 iacility ard stxff
l ' ,  ( r ' !  l r  , r r t  '  . , { d . . ,  q r . t . t  t i . 1 r J , .

fleidi Howarth
Elnhaler farn, Pefperell, MA

D. Michael Davis, DVM, ,\,1$ o lacqueline Bartol, DVM, DACVIM . Andris Kaneps, DVM, PhD, DACVS . Monika Calitri, DVM
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